
This presentation will highlight the Air Force and Navy mortuary/ casualty files 

maintained by the National Archives at St. Louis, detailing the IDPFs which are 

available to the public. The lecturer will also include an overview of the 

information and documents typically found in these files. 

 

Procedures will also be explained for how to access these records for both on-

site and off-site researchers. 

Bryan K. McGraw 

Individual Deceased Personnel File 

(IDPF) 

  Session 14                                                                                                                 Slide 0 of 23   



Bryan McGraw joined the National Archives and Records Administration in 

September 2004 and was selected to his current position in 2012.  Mr. McGraw is 

responsible for the day-to-day operations of one of the largest archives in the 

United States, employing over 40 personnel with responsibility for the legal 

custody of nearly 600,000 cubic feet of former military and civilian personnel 

records--an estimated 50 million files and growing.  Mr. McGraw was also 

responsible for the local planning and oversight for the replacement of the National 

Personnel Records Center’s (NPRC’s) facilities in St. Louis, and the planning, 

execution and relocation of over 4.2 million cubic feet of records and nearly 800 

employees to these new facilities.  
 

Mr. McGraw’s education includes a Bachelor of Science Degree from Southeast 

Missouri State University, a Master of Public Administration from the University 

of Oklahoma, and a Ph.D. (all but the dissertation) in Public Policy from Saint 

Louis University.  He is also a Senior Fellow and graduate of the Partnership for 

Public Service Excellence in Government Fellowship Program.  

Bryan K. McGraw 
Access Coordinator & Director 

National Archives at St. Louis 
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Agenda 

• What is an IDPF? 

• Record Series Information (Air Force & Navy/Marine Corps) 

– Title 

– Citation 

– OPA Identification/Dates 

– Creating Agencies & Provenance 

• Function & Use 

• Scope & Content 

• Arrangement 

• Locating a Record 

• Access Restrictions 

• Q & A 
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What is an IDPF? 
• An IDPF is a personnel file created by the military services to document 

the death of a military member & the related actions associated with the 

disposition of the remains 

• Sometimes called: 

– “Mortuary File” or “Casualty File” 

• The National Archives at St. Louis has legal custody of IDPFs of: 

– U.S. Air Force 

– U.S. Navy & Marine Corps 

– U.S. Army (pending – not yet accessioned or relocated to St. Louis) 

• Why are these permanent records? 

– Full of genealogical material & information 

– Very useful in family & academic research 

– Can contain surrogate material for military personnel records lost in the 

1973 National Personnel Records Center Fire 
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Air Force IDPF 

Record Series Information 
• Series Title: 

– US Air Force Individual Deceased Military File (IDPF) 

• ALIAS: Air Force Mortuary File 

• Citation: 
– Records of U.S. Air Force Commands, Activities and Organizations, Record Group 

342, National Archives at St. Louis 

• OPA Identification: N/A 

• Date Range: 1940-1973; 273 cubic feet 

• Creating Agency & Provenance: 
– Department of Defense, Department of the Air Force, Major Commands, Installations 

(Wing or Group), Record Group 342.  

– From 1940 to 17 September 1947, records created were part of the U.S. Army, 

Record Group 319, as part of the Army Air Corps (July 1926 – 20 June 1941), or as 

part of the Army Air Forces (20 June 1941 – 18 September 1947).  These records 

were accessioned  into the larger Air Force IDPF group under RG 342 when the U.S. 

Air Force was established as a separate military service in 1947 
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Air Force IDPF 

Function & Use 
• Air Force created a mortuary file or record on each individual uniformed 

service member killed while serving 

– Documents specifics of the death & the required actions to complete the case 

– Included both mortuary officer & summary courts martial officer actions: 
• Mortuary officer: duties associated with search & recovery, positive identification, preparation 

of remains for final disposition, arrangements for mortuary/final services, military honors & 

burial 

• Summary courts martial officer: duties associated with closing out personal affairs, collection 

& disposition of personal property, closing accounts, financial obligations, legal matters 

• Can be used as surrogate material for Air Force military personnel 

records lost in 1973 National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) fire 

– Records affected by fire: Air Force personnel last name Hubbard – Z 

discharged/retired/killed in service 1947-1963 (~ 75% lost) 

• Excellent source for genealogical material 

– Date/place of birth, date of death, addresses, NOK, etc. 
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Air Force IDPF 

Scope & Content 
• Contents of these records vary over time 

– 1940s: fairly small in size (dozens of pages) 

• Example:  Kinne, John record : aircraft crash in Colorado 1943.  Very small  despite nature 

of search & recovery operations 

– 1960s & beyond: much larger files (many dozens of pages) 

• Example: Smith, Stephen record: killed in automobile accident in 1964.  Very large record 

with significant  amount of correspondence & forms 

• Typical contents (vary): 
– Official & unofficial correspondence, notification to Next-of-Kin (NOK), personal 

effects inventories, various Army forms (prior to 1948), death certificates, divorce 

decrees (as applicable), marriage & birth certificates (for proof of NOK), death 

notices, military orders, burial & honors arrangements & various Air Force & Defense 

Department Forms: 

• Air Force Form 9: Request for Purchase (mortuary services) 

• Air Force Form 592: Checklist for Deaths Occurring Inside the CONUS 

• Air Force Form 715: Preparation Room History (certificate of actions taken by mortician) 

• And many more… 
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Air Force IDPF 

Arrangement  & Locating a Record 

• Arrangement: 

– Each deceased member has a separate IDPF filed alphabetically by 

year of death (complete name) 

• Locating a Record: 

– Researchers must provide at least name of person 

– Date of death is important (if known) 

– Parent Air Force Major Command (SAC, TAC, MAC, etc.) (if known) 

– Military base/installation (if known) 

• Access Restrictions 

– Subject to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Privacy Exemption 

b(6) 

– 3rd Party Social Security Numbers & Addresses must be redacted 

prior to release (as applicable) 
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Air Force IDPF 

 

Report of Disposition 

of Remains - 1943 
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Air Force IDPF 

 

 

Escort 

Instructions - 1943 
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Air Force IDPF 

 

 

 

AF Form 715 – 

Preparation 

Room History 
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Navy IDPF 

Records Series Information 

• Series Title: 
– US Navy Individual Deceased Military File (IDPF) 

• ALIAS: “Navy Mortuary File”, “Navy Casualty File” 

• Citation: 
– Records of the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Record Group 024; National Archives at 

St. Louis 

• OPA Identification: 646434, 648038, 648043, 648045, 648049, 648051, 

648076, 648076, 648079, 648084, 648087 

• Date Ranges: 1907-1970, 1964-1969, 1972-1975; 688 cubic feet 

• Creating Agency & Provenance: 
– Department of Defense, Department of the Navy, Bureau of Naval Personnel, 

Department of the Navy, Bureau of Navigation, Record Group 024 

– Includes both Navy and Marine Corps personnel 
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Navy IDPF 

Function & Use 

• Navy created a mortuary file or record on each individual uniformed 

service member killed while serving 

– Documents specifics of the death & actions to complete the case 

– Included traditional mortuary & summary courts martial officer duties 
• Search & recovery, positive identification, preparation of remains for final disposition, 

arrangements for mortuary/final services, military honors & burial, closing out personal 

affairs, collection & disposition of personal property, closing accounts, financial 

obligations, legal matters 

• Complements military personnel record of deceased 

– Navy & Marine Corps records were NOT significantly affected by 1973 

NPRC fire 

• Excellent source for genealogical material 

– Date/place of birth, date of death, addresses, NOK, etc. 
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Navy IDPF 

Scope & Content 
• Like the Air Force IDPFs, the contents of these records vary over 

time 
– 1940s: fairly small in size (dozens of pages) 

• Lack standardization, high volume of correspondence 

– 1960s & beyond: much larger files (many dozens of pages) 

• More standardized, more use of forms 

 

•Typical contents (vary): 
– Official & unofficial correspondence, notification to Next-of-Kin (NOK), personal 

effects inventories, death certificates, divorce decrees (as applicable), marriage 

& birth certificates (for proof of NOK), death notices, military orders, burial & 

honors arrangements, official message traffic & common forms: 

• Aircraft Trouble Report (Form 339) 

• Report of Casualty (DD Form 1300) 

• Telegrams & Messages (DD Form 173) 

• Claim & Voucher for Death Gratuity Payment (DD Form 397) 

• And many more... 
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Navy IDPF 

Arrangement  & Locating a Record 

• Arrangement: 

– Each deceased member has a separate IDPF filed alphabetically 

by year of death (complete name) 

• Locating a Record: 

– Researchers must provide at least name of person 

– Date of death is important (if known) 

– If known: military installation and branch of service (Navy or 

Marine Corps) 

• Access Restrictions 

– Subject to FOIA, Privacy Exemption b(6) 

– 3rd Party Social Security Numbers & Addresses must be 

redacted prior to release (as applicable) 

  Session 14                                                                                                                     Slide 16 of 23   



Navy IDPF 

 

Missing Persons 

Report, 1944 
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Navy IDPF 

 

 

 

Report of Death 

Telegram, 1944 
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Navy IDPF 

 

 

 

Next-of-Kin 

Guardianship Order 
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Navy IDPF 

 

 

 

Correspondence with  

Next-of-Kin 
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Access to IDPFs 

• Two ways to obtain access:  

– Visit public research room at Archives Drive (314-801-

0850) 
• Appointments are necessary 

• Tues-Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m. 

• We must determine if we have record material & schedule appointment 

• No costs to view record or scan/photograph with your approved 

equipment 

– Write for photocopy of record 
• National Archives at St. Louis,  P.O. Box 37587, St. Louis, MO 63138 

• Fax: 314-801-9187 

• Email: STL.Archives@nara.gov 

• If we have a record you can purchase a photocopy—we will send you a 

bill 

• Please do NOT send payment with the request--we will bill you 
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Wrap - up 
• IDPFs are a rich source of genealogical information 

– Can compliment other record material pertaining to military 

service 

•No two records alike--each is unique as the individual 

they document 

•Army IDPFs (once we have accessioned) 
– Will provide essential record material & insight into records lost in 1973 

Fire for those killed in service 

– Will also provide similar material for deceased Army personnel (post 

1973 Fire (historically largest portion of U.S. military) 

– Updates will be provided via our web page (www.archives.gov/st-louis), 

social media (Twitter, Facebook) & press release 

• Q & A 
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Presenter didn’t 

get to your question? 

You may email us at 

inquire@nara.gov 
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